Introduction
The intention of the present work is to document temporal and spatial changes in the hemipelagic sediment flux over the central Arctic Ocean during the past 80 kyr (i.e., late oxygen isotope stage (OIS) 5-1). The prerequisite is stratigraphic and quantitative sedimentologic work on high-quality box cores to obtain proxy data for environmental parameters such as sea ice distribution, sediment ice rafting, meltwater influx, surface ocean stratification, and plankton productivity. In addition, we attempt to link the Arctic Ocean data to ocean and terres- sample splits of-400 grains were used to determine absolute and relative contents of planktic foraminifera, benthic foraminifera, and lithic grains. The fraction 500-1000 gm was used to determine the abundance and lithologic composition of coarse ice-rafted debris (IRD *A 400 year reservoir correction [Bard, 1988] was applied to all ages. Corresponding calendar age estimates are shown for finite dating results. #Calendar ages were calculated using a linear apporximation of Bard [1992] for the period <18 14C ka: Calendar age = 1.24 (14C age) -840, and an extended second order fit for the interval 18-40 14C ka: Calendar age = -5.85 10 -6 (14C age) 2 + 1.39 (14C age) -1807 [Bard et al., 1992 ].
•5•3C. Planktic foraminifera were used also for AMS 14C dating at suitable levels ( Table 2 ). The •4C dates provided by the laboratories (Eidgenossische Technische Schule (ETH), Ziirich and Aarhus University, Denmark) were corrected for a reservoir effect of 400 years [Bard, 1988] . Calendar ages were calculated using a linear approximation of Bard et al. [1992 Bard et al. [ , 1993 
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Discussion
Our proxy data (flux records and isotopic records) can be related to changes of paleoenvironmental parameters like ice cover concentration, surface ocean salinity and stratification, planktic productivity, and influx of terrigenous ice-rafted material. The major deglacial events lollowing OIS 4 and 2 were accompanied by a drastic increase in bulk accumulation rates. In our central Arctic records, an early OIS 3 low-S180/low-S13C meltwater spike with amplitudes >1%o, not less than Termination I meltwater events, apparently correlates to isotope event 3.31 (Figure 3 
